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To renovate and
decorate a traditional
home, while marrying
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of hodels and quality is important to them

y Megotiating the differing decorating styles - gverything had to be the best.”
of hushamnd and wifi: was surprigingly Lipstairs, the mostly newtral palette has
pleasant, Christine says, because degpite been carried through the sheeping
;. their views they were hapgy to wark accommedation but with a very

seemingly disparate design styles can be blended together beautifully, writes Robyn Willis

topether to compromibse.

“The hushand wanted a chesterfield safa
in the living area which the wifie didn
want, but | used the ather two upholstensd

camtemporary shift

This is most evident in the spacious
blacie marble ensuite complete with wall-
miinbed joinery amnd frameless shower,

n paper, this progect doesnt book  in it but it was a shambles” she says. “1 details like the cornbces and the ceilings,” chairs to soften it,” she siys. A centrally pasitioned black-and-white
like it should work. Delays with would call it almost unliveable bul they Christine says. “The wite liked contemporary ~ Given they had hired her to do the job,  family hathroom is easily accessible from
council, & busy blended family, had been staying in it with their children. clean lines so she got the black marble in the end they were happy to defer to ane of the three additional bedrooms.
whi were largely absent becase “They were lving on top of each other hathroom and bedroom fupstairs)” Christine’s judgment. Although Christine says it was one
of work commitments, and a brief to mix anel had no time to organise the house.” “There was a lot of trust involved and of her more unusaal projects, it was a
decorating styles does mot exactly sound Living in luxury they were incredibly nice people, but there  pleature to work with the family to achiewe
like a dream job to work on. Mod of approval The new open-plan living area has detailed was an understanding that you do your job  the resull they wanted.

However, mot only were all obstacles Plans to demolish most of the fragile cornices with a central ceiling rose and an and I'll do mine,” she says. “The husband and wife were incredibly
avercome but the finished product is a building alarmed council who were equally opulent travertine marble flooe That trusting redationship came to the together — they were a real team,”
stylish and spacious and family home. concerned ahout heritage but_ after long that continues into the outdoor area fiore when Christine had to decorate the Christine says. “They sorted their

dielays and a commitment to retain the The kitchen, too, kas lwourious finishes house in their absence. (decorating) differences out themselvwes and
MNeed for room facade, approval was given in late 2008, with black granite benchtops along either Needless to say, the emails were flying  they were a joy to work with” =
Interior destgner Christine Hamilton With no architect on hand and the wall and & central tsland benchtop in thick and fast. : willizrEdaily telegraph.com.a
says the profiessional couple who own the DWINCTS pied with family and work,  cakoutta marble. They bath work in the financial sector

property wanted to update thelr two-stoey
Federation home i Manly to make more
rooen for thedr four children.

“When we started, the family was living

Christine and builder Rob Koberts from
Dewkent Bullders 3ot 1o wark.

Drespte its appearance from the street,
the house i achually four levels, with a
aibterranean basement below and an attic
above thie main areas.

Rab says the excavation work for the
baserment cost bath time and money aml
added to the almost 18-month-long
banlding process

While a few rooms on the ground Moos
were riftained, the new work was extensivie

At ground kevel, the original rooms
either side of the hallway were designed o
b= a kitchen to the right and a music roem
o the left, The hallway then followed
through bo an open-plan living and dining
area leading on o the poold and outdeor
entértaining anea.

Although this is a contemporany
concept, Chrstine sy the owners were

“1 explained that marble i porous and can
stain and be serpfched,” Chrstine swvs. =Bt
in the end you couldn® put anything else in
there bevause nothing else would word

Imdeed. the all-white kitchen cupbaards
and intricately detailed celing were always
going bo demand equally lavish benehtops.

The red-on-red mmse moom was one of
the last spaces bo be decarated.

“The wif i inbo musie but, by the time
wer ol down Uo colour, 1 had been working
witth them for about 12 manths and they
head a good idea of what [ was capable of
so they trusted to beave things be me,”
Christine says. “They sasd they wanted
something different 20 that's whad | did,”

White picture rails, skirting boands and
criling maintain a fresh look te the room,
while Christine addied gold accents to up
the hixe factor. y

An embroidensd silk ottoman breaks up

s0 design ks not thelr skill set, but they
wire groat clicnts,” she says.
“They had an bdea of what they wanted
it to ook ke but it is very muoch a Gamily
hivemee. They traneel @ bot so they stay in a bt
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kzen to maintain a traditional fisel, the sodid colour, although the thoweght of 2 2idi Eor al
Shie gays they had very different ideas resting your feet on such a beautiful piece g L

about how the house should ook, of furniture is daunting, : Austra
“The hushand wanied the French “It’s not a room foc the kids,” Christine E

Prerrmcial look 50 he was very interested in

says smply.
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